


love of adventure when they were young children. They often had to entertain themselves in 
the physics department. All the times they came over to eat supper with me when I had night 
classes, and all the weekends they spent on campus--these experiences sustained me both 
personally and professionally. Makenzie and Jordan: Thank you for being who you are. 

    
And most importantly, to my wife Stacy, your support and confidence in me is everything. After 
my two-year stint as interim provost at Austin Peay State University, I fully expected to return 
to the faculty and resume my teaching career. We had a wonderful and comfortable life in 
Tennessee, with plenty of lifelong friends and family . . . and my beloved creek in the backyard. 
I loved my students, and I loved teaching them. But at a time when I couldn't fully grasp what I 
could do with my skills as an academic administrator, you had been watching me grow. You saw 
my potential and encouraged me to explore this path. It led us first to Marshall University, and 
now to Lamar University. Thank you, Stacy, for encouraging me, and for taking this amazing 
journey with me.   
 

*** 
 

When Stacy and I made our first visit together to the Lamar University campus in June, our 
hosts wanted to make sure we had the opportunity to see the Spindletop and Gladys City 
Museum. I'm really glad they took us there, because it tells an origin story of unexpected 
wealth and opportunity, and one of transformative power. The nation was never the same after 
that first oil geyser here in 1901. Southeast Texas suddenly had a major power source, and the 
modern oil industry was born. 

 





Diversity and accessibility are also integral to our mission. Over the past five years, Lamar 
University has seen unparalleled growth in the number of African American and Hispanic 
students earning undergraduate degrees and certificates. And at the master’s level, it's even 
more striking, with 162 and 123 percent growth, respectively. That's unheard of. But the story 
here is not just one of numbers. Every morning and evening I walk across campus from the 
house to the office and back, and as I look around, I've noticed that students seem to naturally 
gather together in diverse clusters. For the most part, they don't self-segregate. I'm encouraged 
and inspired by this. The inclusive culture that Lamar University has clearly nurtured over the 
years makes students of all backgrounds and identities feel welcome. They feel at home, they 
feel appreciated, and they feel connected. And I believe they will take these formative 
experiences into their personal and professional lives long after graduation, wherever they go 
across the region, the nation, and the world. 
  
Throughout my career as a faculty member, chair, dean, and provost, I have developed 
considerable expertise in student success. It's what I'm really passionate about. And recently 
the literature has focused quite a bit on how we can foster a sense of belonging in our students. 
Now in the history of higher education, at least in the United States, one might say we've come 
a long way from our original purpose. We no longer simply educate. We also pay a lot of 
attention to our students' finances, th



deeply woven into the remarkable history of Lamar University. As I stand in their shoes today, 
I'm finding that there is quite a bit of wiggle room in there, and that it will take time for me to 
grow into them. But with every new position I have taken in my career, I have begun my work 
by listening. I welcome your ideas and your excitement about the future, but I'm also deeply 
interested in the ongoing disagreements that are inevitable when passionate and creative 
people with different talents are trying to work together.  
  
So, what is Jaime Taylor's vision for Lamar University? And how exactly is he going to change 
things? 
  
To be honest, I am not really sure that's for me to say. We will find our future together if we 
consistently do what's in the best interest of our students -- whoever they are, and however 
they evolve over time. I have found the faculty and staff here at Lamar University to be 


